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IS A RUHR SETTLEMENT POSSIBLE? 





UT of the maze of rumors from Berlin, 

Paris and London, about developments 
in the Ruhr situation little real light 
emerges. It is evident, however, that Italy 
has withdrawn her support from the ex- 
periment. Belgium is obviously most anxi- 
ous for a settlement. Britain is increas- 
ingly dissatisfied with the Bonar Law 
“watchful waiting” policy. Germany real- 
izes the necessity of urging some sort of 
settlement if her industries are not to be 
ruined. France, disillusioned as to the 
possibility of a prompt victory, talks of in- 
definite occupation, loudly protests against 
any form of mediation but declares her 
willingness to consider direct negotiations. 
The United States Government waits for 
“an opportunity to be helpful”. 


Cecil’s Neutralization Scheme 


The plan proposed by Lord Robert Cecil 
(reported in dispatches to the New York 
l!’orld March 17 and subsequently) for the 
neutralization of the Rhineland under the 
supervision of the League of Nations, 
which has been informally submitted to 
the highest French political and military 
authorities, is said to have received a very 
favorable reception in Paris. The French 
believe that the Cecil proposal would ac- 
complish, first, the reduction in Germany’s 
recruiting capacity by about eight million 
and would make unavailable for mobiliza- 
tion purposes the Rhineland railways. 
Lord Robert’s plan would leave Germany 
in complete possession of the Rhineland, 
except that a League Commission would 
exercise sufficient supervision to see that 
the neutralization pledges were not vio- 
lated. Louis Loucheur, former Minister 
of the Liberated Regions, has it is re- 
ported, voiced his strong approval of the 
Cecil plan. 


Is an Agreement Possible? 

Assuming that the German industrial- 
ists are finally prepared to co-operate 
whole-heartedly with their government in 
the payment of reparations up to Ger- 
many’s capacity, if a reasonable program 
is accepted by France, and assuming that 
France will be satisfied by the largest pos- 
sible amount of reparations and by that 
measure of security which would come 
from the neutralization of the Rhine re- 
gion, there would seem to be no insur- 
mountable obstacle to a reasonable, prompt 
solution of the Ruhr impasse. If, how- 
ever, either the German industrialists 
place a narrow and selfish interpretation 
of their own interests above the interests 
of their country or if France should prove 
unwilling to permit Germany to recover to 
the point where she can make substantial 
reparation payments, there can be no hope 
of a pacific settlement. 

The chances seem now to favor a con- 
tinuance perhaps for months of the present 
exhausting test of endurance. Not until 
both Germany and France have suffered 
greater losses is either likely to make the 
sacrifices essential] to a real settlement. 


James G. McDona.p. 


United States Claims in Rhineland 


LIOT WADSWORTH, Assistant Secre- 
«tary of the Treasury, in his conferences 
with the Allies at Paris in reference to the 
American claims for payment of the ex- 
penses of the army of occupation, appears 
to be fighting gallantly an almost hopeless 
battle. His proposal that the German cash 
reparation payments of last year be re- 
pooled and that the United States receive 
a portion of them for its army claims, was 
rejected, as the American representative 
must have known it would be. The Allies’ 
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counter proposal, though not made public, 
seems to include two suggestions: First, 
that the United States in fact if not in 
form assume a measure of obligation for 
collecting this bill direct from Germany; 
and second, that it compensate itself in 
part by crediting to the army cost account 
the value of the German ships seized here 
during the war. 

This second suggestion has been un- 
qualifiedly rejected. No official statement 
has been made by our government as to 
the first. Paris dispatches of March 19, 
however, declare that “the Washington 
Government accepts in principle the Allied 
proposals that it share in future cash pay- 
ments by Germany’. French diplomats, 
probably with unwarranted optimism, 
choose to regard this development as mean- 
ing that the American Government “will 
henceforth be directly interested in mak- 
ing Germany pay”. 

Is There A Russian Famine? 


ONFUSION as to the facts about the 

famine in Russia steadily grows worse. 
At the luncheon meeting of the F. P. A. on 
February 3, Miss Beulah Hurley, a Quaker 
relief worker who has just returned from 
Russia, said in reply to a question from the 
floor that “the indications are that 8,000,- 
000 Russians are in danger of starving in 
this year’s famine.” Mr. George Barr 
Baker, head of the New York office of the 
American Relief Administration and local 
representative of Mr. Herbert Hoover, cor- 
roborated this estimate. He said, “The 
figures that Miss Hurley thas given are 
about the same as those of the American 
Relief Administration and I think her fig- 
ures also agree with the Soviet figures”. 
On February 9 at the annual meeting of 
the National Information Bureau at the 
Hotel Astor, Mr. Allen Wardwell, chairman 
of the Special Commission which had been 
sent to Russia to investigate the famine, 
said, “a fair estimate of the number of 
people in Russia who will starve before 
August, 1923, if not fed by Russian or 
foreign relief, is 8,000,000.” This figure 
was corroborated by the next speaker, Mr. 
Frank Page, Secretary of the American 
Relief Administration, speaking at the 
same meeting. On March 5 the American 
Relief Administration announced through 
a formal release to all the press in America 
that it was preparing to feed 3,000,000 
children until next harvest. Two days 
later, March 7, a cable report from Colonel 
Haskell declared that “not over one million 
in all Russia would starve if all foreign 
relief stopped’. How does the American 
Relief Administration reconcile its state- 
ment on February 3 and February 9 that 
8,000,000 Russians are in need of relief 
with Colonel Haskell’s estimate of March 7? 


The International Control of Narcotics 


A few weeks ago Dr. Alexander Lambert 
of New York, a member of the F. P. A. 
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Narcotics Committee, appeared before 
the House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
to give technica] testimony as to the 
increasig use of narcotics, the need for 
stricter international control, and the de- 
sirability of the limitation of the poppy- 
growing acreage. He also advocated the 
complete prohibition of the manufacture 
of heroin, one of the most powerful drugs 
known today. It has, he added, no me- 
dicinal value which could not be supplied 
by other drugs. 

The passage of the Porter resolution 
authorizing the President to negotiate 
with foreign governments to control pro- 
duction of habit-forming drugs and the 
recent appointment of Dr. Rupert Blue as 
unofficial representative on the League of 
Nations Committee on Opium are impor- 
tant first steps for the Administration. 
If, however, this government is effectively 
to co-operate with the League of Nations 
Committee an official American represen-| 
tative should be authorized to present and 
push vigorously at the May meeting of 
the League, a constructive program on ath i 
least five points: 5 

qd) Completion of estimate of amount of E 
opium and other drugs needed for legitimate} 
medical and scientific purposes; 

(2) Securing of figures of present world pro- 
duction, thus giving final official indications of | 
world over-production; 

(3) Definite proportional allocation amongst 
present producing countries of proportions to be 
produced by each to meet the absolute legitimate 
requirements; 5 

(4) Agreement amongst producing countries ¢ 
to reduce by annual percentages over, say, a ten-/ 
year period, to the legitimate proportion as- § 
signed to each; 

(5) Completion of present plans for control- 
ling the present world traffic. 


RESIDENT HARDING, in a letter) 

which was given to the press March 9, 
addressed to President Kenneth C. M. Sills 
of Bowdoin College, made a convincing) 
case against those hyper-nationalists who} 
would distort history with the object of 
stimulating narrow and aggressive patri-| 
otism. The President wrote: i 

“Undoubtedly we shall from this time forward 7 


have a much more adequate conception of the es 
sential unity of the whole story of mankind; and & 
a keener realization of the fact that all its fac- ‘ 
tors must be weighed and appraised if any of F 
them are to be accurately estimated and under- | 
stood. I feel strongly that such a broader view F 
of history, if it can be planted in the com-f 
munity’s mind of the future through the efforts [ 
of educators and writers, will contribute greatly [ 
to uphold the hands and strengthen the efforts of F 
those who will have to deal with the great prob- 
lem of human destiny, particularly with that of fF 
preserving peace and outlawing war.” 


The F. P. A., through a special sub-com- 
mittee, is canvassing the general problem 
of history-teaching in the schools in its re- 
lation to international peace and hopes to 
co-operate with the great national educa- 
tional organizations in efforts to achieve 
the ideals which the President so cogently 
describes. 
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